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The M-138 (or CSP-845) encrypting device belongs to the family of mechan-
ical cipher machines used by US Armed Forces [1]. The difficulty of applying
ciphertext-only attacks on messages encrypted with M-138 significantly increase
when the length of the encrypted message decrease. The best result publicly avail-
able successfully recovers encrypted texts with at least 100 characters [2] using 25
strips out of 100. In this talk we use different approach to recover encrypted texts
with length of 75 or more, using 25 strips out of 100. Furthermore, we develop
cryptanalysis strategies which can be used throughout similar mechanical cipher
machines like Bazeries Cylinder, M-94, etc.
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